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$750,000 in Stimulus Funds to Build a Ladder for Fish.  No, really… 

 
 The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is spending $750,000 in Easthampton, 

Massachusetts, to build a “denil fishway.”  The fishway, also known as a fish 
ladder, is 150 feet long and will allow various fish species to reconnect to 
traditional breeding grounds upstream on the Mahan River. 

 
 The project had been in the planning stages for 10 years but lacked funding, 

until now. Rep. John Olver (D-MA) praised the project saying, “With it a 
decade in the making, I can’t tell you how pleased I am that Recovery Act 
funds will allow this project to move forward this summer.” 
 

 To summarize: There hasn’t been enough money to fund this project during 
good economic years, but now, during the worst recession in decades, with 
unemployment topping 9% and the deficit exceeding $1 trillion, apparently 
now is the best time to build a nearly $1 million fish ladder. 

 
 Under the House Republican Stimulus Alternative, $750,000 in taxpayer 

funds would not be spent on a fish ladder.  Instead, Republicans would have 
created twice as many jobs at half the cost.  To learn how visit: 
http://republicanwhip.house.gov/Jobs/ 
 

 Source: 
http://www.masslive.com/news/index.ssf/2010/02/fish_ladder_for_eastha
mptons_m_1.html 
 

 
The Washington Watch Report is available on the House Republican Whip’s website: 

http://republicanwhip.house.gov/blog/wwindex.html 
 

It is updated weekly with new items of wasteful stimulus spending, a look at jobs 
created by the stimulus. 
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